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T Hat Saints may claim a Diſpenſation 
To Swear and Forſwear on occaſion, 


I doubt not butitwill appear 

Wirh pregnant light, the point is clear : | 
Oaths arc but words, and words but wind, 
Too tecbic Implements to bind. 
And Saints whom Oaths or Vows oblige, 
Know little of their Priviledge : 
Further, I mcan, than carrying on 
Some ſelt-advantage of rheir own: 
For if the Devil, to ſerve his turn, 
Can teil Truth, -why the Sazats ſhould fcorn 
When it ſerves theirs, ro Swear and Lye, 
I think chere's little reaſon why : 
Elſe h' has a greater pow'r than they, 
Which 'rwere Impicty to fay. 
Ware not commanded to torbear 
Indefinitely, -at all ro Swear, 


But ro Swear idly and in vain, 


Without Self-intcreſt or Gain, 

For breaking of an Oath, and Lying, 

Is but a kind of Selt-denying ; 

A Saint-like vertue, and from hence \ 
Somc have broke Oaths by Providence : + 
Some, to the glory of the Lord 

Perjur'd themlelves, and broke their word ; 
And this the conſtant rule and prattice 
Of all our larc Apoſtles Acts is. 

Was not the Caulc art firſt begun 

With Perjury, and carried on? 

Was there an Oath the Godly took, 

But in duc time and place they broke ? 

Did not our Worthics of the Houſe, 
Beforc they broke the Peace, break Vows : 
For having freed us firſt from borh 

It Allcgiancce and Supremacy Oath, 

Did they nor nexr compel the Nation 

To take and break the Proteſtation - 
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To take th' Engagement and diſclaim it, 
Enforc'd by thoſe who firſt did frame it : 
Did they nor Swear at firſt ro Fight 
For the Kings Safety and his Right ? 
And aftcr march'd to find him out, 


And charg'd him home with Horſe and Feot ; 


And yer ſtill had the confidence 

To ſwear it was in his Defence, 

Did they not Swear to Live and Die 
With Eſſex, and ſtraight laid him by ? 
Did rhey pot Swear to maintain Law, 
In which that Swearing made a Flaw : 
For Proteſtant Religion Vow, 

Which did that vowing diſallow 2 

For Priviledge of Parliament, : 
In which that Swearing made a Rent ? 
And ſince, of all rhe three not one 
Was left in being, 'tis well known. _ 
Did they not Swear in expreſs words, 
To prop and back rhe Houſe of Lords? 
And after turn'd out the whole Houſetul, 
Of Peers as dangerous and unuſeful ? 
Tins tell us plainly what they thouzir, 


' Thar Oaths and Swearing go for noughr, 


And that by them th'were only mcanr 
To ſerve for an expedient. 

Oaths were not purpos'd morc than Law, 
To keeprhe Good and Juſt in awe, 
Bur to confine the bad and finful, 

Like moral Catrel in a Pinfold. 


A Saint's of th' heavenly Realm a Peer; 


And as no Pccr is boun.l to Swear, 
Burt on the Goſpel of his Honor, 

Of which he may diſpoſe as owner; 

It tollows though the thing be torgery, 
And falſe, they affirm it is no Perjury, 
But a mcer ceremony, and a brea 

Of nothing, bur a torm of ſpecch, 
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And goes for no more when'tis took, 
Than meer falutifg of the Book. | 
Suppoſe the Scripturesaxe of force, 
They're buy fTions of © = 1 
And Saints have om to <4 
And vary from 'em as they pleaſe, 
Or miſ-interpret them by privat SP. 
Inſtructions to all Aims they drive at ; 
Thetwhy ſhould = #1ves abſgdge, | 
And chyfail our own Prigledge k t| 
F the remprtationpt the Devil '; -/ 

at rhiakes all huMane atons evil : 
For Saints may do the ſame things by _ 
The Spirit in ſincerity, TT: 


Which other men are tempted. to, ' of 
And at the Devils inſtance do; | 
And yet the ation be coarrary, | 
Juſt as the Saints and Wicked vary. _” 


Burt as on Land there is no Beaſt, Wo 
But in ſome Fiſh ar Sea's expreſt, | 
So in the Wicked there's no' Vice, 

Ot which the Saints have not a ſpice ; 
And yer that thing that's pious in 

The one, in th* other is a fin. 

Is'r not ridiculous and non-ſenſe 

A Saint ſhould be 2 flave ro Conſcience ? 
That ought to be above ſuch Fancies 


© Do not your Jules 


AS far, as aboye Ordinances. 

The Rabbins write, when any Jew 

Did make to God or Man a Vow, 
Which afterwards he found untoward, 
And ſtubborn to be kept, or too hard, 
Any three other Jews o'th' Nation 
Might free him from the Obligation ; 
And have not two SS— power to uſc 
A greater” priviledge than three Jews ? 
The Court of Conſcience which in man, 


Should be ſupreme and ſovereign ; 


Is'r fit ſhould be ——_— 

To every' pecty Courr i'th' State, 

And md wer at all, nor ſhift 
it ſelf at @ dead lift? + — 


Ta hel 
Þ Why thould not Chnſdence have Vacation, 


As well as other Courts o'th' Nation 2 


Haye qqpal power to Adjourn, 
Appoint Appearance and Return? 
ve their Verdict 


As if they uſe not heard it ? 
'And as they pltaſe make matter of Fa& 


Run all on one fide as AD 


__ When cach man Swears to do 


To Damn and 'Peryure all thereſt, 
And bids the Devil take the hinmoſt, 
Which ar this Race is like to win moſ?. 


- Nature has made man's breaſt no windores 


To publiſh whar he does within doors, 
Nor :what dark Secrets there inhabit, 
Unleſs his own raſh Folly blab it. 

If Oarhs can do a man no good, 

In his own buſineſs, why they ſhou'd 
In other matters do him burr, 

F think there's lirrle reaſon for't - 

He thar impoſes an Oath makes it, 
Not hethat for convenience takcs it : 
Then how can any man be faid 

To break an he never made ? 
Theſe reaſons ma _ look odly 
To th' Wicked , they evince the 


| For if we ſhould defend the Cauſe 


By the ſtrit Rule of Goſpel-Laws, 
And only do what they call juſt, 

The Cauſe would quickly fall ro duſt. 
This we among our ſelves may ſpeak, 
Bur to the wicked or the weak 

We muſt be cautious to declare 
Perfetion Truths, ſuch as theſe are. 


————— 
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